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essential. It is as a source of supply and as a market that
Manchuria is so important to her.
But for all its importance, Manchuria alone is not
enough : with it alone Japan cannot go on. There are,
at the present day, many shallow but persistent talkers who
would have us make expansion on the continent of Asia
the keynote of our policy, who see in Manchuria our only
hope of salvation, who are bemused with such fine phrases
as self-determination, independence, our own ring-fence,
and who will have nothing of compromise or agreement.
So long as these so-called patriots obtain credence among us,
we are riding for a fall. We must take a wider view and not
think that Manchuria alone can secure the future for us.
We must look farther out into the wide world, and we
must not forget that our future prosperity lies on the
sea.
The rapid advance made by Japanese goods in all parts
of the world is not due solely to the fact that we are strong
in war. It is evidence that in peace as well our race can win
its victories. We may open up Manchuria and it may suffice
for a while, for twenty or for thirty years, but as time goes
on our prosperity will depend more and more on what we
do farther afield.
That we may adopt a policy of economic development
on and across the sea we must, in amity with other countries,
advance under the banner of peace, of mutual prosperity,
of the Open Door. Under this just and righteous flag we must
rouse all peoples to cease to think racially and exclusively.
This must be the basis of Japan's foreign policy : this is
her great duty to the world.
The Japanese people must take wider views and abandon
the narrow outlook that has actuated them ever since the
Manchurian affair.
The Manchurian affair and foreign countries.
Manchuria is of such importance to Japan, that when the
Chinese upset all her commercial arrangements there
and showed no regard for the safety of the lives and property
of her subjects, matters assumed a most serious aspect.
China's disregard of our reasonable contentions, and her
evident intention to drive us out of Manchuria, have been
enough to rouse our indignation, apart from the murder